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- Macro-regional approach

- Integrated Maritime Policy

- Discussions in Strategic Committee

- Agreement in Executive Committee

- Writing Group

- Planning Group

Background



– A development initiative for the North Sea Region

– An opportunity to:

• Better co-ordinate existing policies

• Target funding more effectively

• Implement the EU’s maritime policy and territorial 

cohesion agenda

What is North Sea Region 2020?



An ongoing process…
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Paper
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Position 

Paper
Lobbying 2012 

Council



– Managing Maritime Space

– Increase Accessibility and Attractiveness

– Tackling Climate Change

– Promoting Innovation and Excellence

– Sustainable Liveable Communities

Corporate Paper



With stakeholders….

…and NSC Members

Consultation



Questionnaire Results

16 out of 36 member regions responded:

1 of 3 Danish members responded

1 of 2 English member responded

No French members responded

1 of 2 German members responded

4 of 4 Dutch members responded

3 of 14 Norwegian members responded

5 of 8 Scottish members responded

1 of 2 Swedish members responded



Questionnaire Results

4 Thematic Group responses received:

- Culture and Tourism

- Sustainable Development

- 2 from members of Innovation & Education Group



Section 1 –The Fundamental 
Questions

- All respondents supported the concept of North Sea 

Region 2020 in principle

- ñé a functional macro-region and a growth regionéò

- ñéa framework for future policy and sustainable developmentéò

- ñédeliver funding more strategicallyéò

- ñécommon challenges concerning sustainable useéò

- ñéfocus on specific challengeséò

- ñégive a voice to shared interestséò

- ñProsperity doesnôt make itself!ò



Section 1 –The Fundamental 
Questions

Its main purposes should be:

1) To identify challenges & opportunities

2) To provide a political framework for INTERREG V

3) To co-ordinate different sectoral policies 



Section 1 –The Fundamental 
Questions

- It should cover both land and sea based activities

and be open to all regions bordering the North 

Sea 

- No specific channel dimension, but co-operation 

and involvement as appropriate

- A flexible and issue-based approach



Section 2 –Ways of Working
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Section 3 –Content

- General support for 5 themes, with other 

suggestions:

- Education

- Water Framework Directive

- Fostering Green Growth

- Economic Development & Regeneration

- Coastal Communities & Seaports

- Fisheries Management

- Aquaculture

- Integration and co-operation (further/higher ed.)



Section 3 –Content
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Section 3 –Content
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Section 3 –Content

- Europe 2020 main strategy to link with

- Need to carry out collation/analysis of 

regional/other strategies

- Complementarity and Gaps

- Prioritisation



Section 4 –Delivery

- Wide range of actors responsible for delivery

- EU funds need to be provided, particularly 

INTERREG

- Needs to begin as soon as possible

- Financial perspective most realistic



Conclusions 

- Wide support for NSR 2020

- Region-wide focus

- Broad agreement on main themes

- More work needed on sub-priorities

- Stakeholder engagement key



Recommendations

1) Endorse 5 themes:

– Managing Maritime Space

– Increase Accessibility and Attractiveness

– Tackling Climate Change

– Promoting Innovation and Excellence

– Sustainable Liveable Communities



Recommendations

2) Three stage approach:

1) Sea basin strategy

• Based on themes in questionnaire and stakeholder conference

2) Interreg programme framework

• Political influence for content 2014-20

3) Macro-regional strategy

• Resubmit ESPON application

• Support work of Committee of the Regions



www.northsea.org


